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Project Narrative

The landscape architect was involved from purchase of property through construction and implementation.  The site was a blighted, mostly abandoned block of downtown Hattiesburg. The east view and neighbor was a city pocket park with a walking trail.  The west neighbor was a very active Amtrac train track with a view of the downtown skyline.

The size of the property allowed us to develop a mix of housing, retail, and office space to make it work economically.  It also had a bonus in the amount of land available for parking.  The city engineers were very supportive and active as well as the city administration and the local downtown association.

To go back and try to imagine downtown without this major new development is very difficult.  To view the before photos of abandoned buildings, littered walks, and vacant weeded lots is almost unbelievable.

The owner’s deserve all the recognition that can be given them for having a vision of taking almost nothing and creating housing, retail, and offices with plentiful greenspace in a blighted area of downtown.  The challenges were mostly working through zoning and city requirements.  This was new for the city and they worked extremely hard to allow us to use better ideas.  The other challenges were typical of an older area:  removal of all debris including underground storage facilities, city sidewalks, and some existing buildings.  All new infrastructure was needed.  This became a major concern for utilities and city engineers.

The role of the Landscape Architect was acting as the owner’s primary advisor and site planner.  We developed a master plan to decide on what and where facilities would fit, and how much parking would be needed to make the area viable.
The owner and her family were instrumental in making decisions to make this project a reality.  The end result was Phase One: Walnut Square.  This phase took an existing structure and changed it into a three use area with multiple, unique façades.  The site evolved into nice pockets of green space, a park, and ample parking for the use.  Landscape and existing trees completed the phase very well.  Phase Two was Walnut Circle.  A much more intense development requiring circulation, resident parking, and green space to compliment and echo Walnut Square.  The end result has also become a success with much activity night and day with a restaurant, apartments, and retail.  The details on all these projects helped with signage, lighting, paving patterns, and architecture to blend together site as a whole

.

This is a total change for downtown and a perfect example of how Landscape Architects can help transform almost nothing into a project full of life. 
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