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Sanderson Residence: Laurel, MS
Project Narrative

The owner found and purchased a forgotten 2 acre lot in an older neighborhood.  He liked the location, but the lot seemed to have some challenges.  Sanderson desired a large home with an old world feel and plenty of parking for guests, teenage children, and friends.  He also wanted privacy and a large family entertainment area with a swimming pool and pool house.

The landscape architect was retained.  A site plan was reviewed, changed, and approved.  The owner was very involved with good input and ideas.  A grading plan was completed and home construction began.  The finished plans for all exterior amenities were worked on for months with meetings of the design team.  The team consisted of the owner, the landscape architect, the interior designer, and the builder.  The pool area became the focus after a complete site plan was finalized.  Details were designed and materials were selected.  The team met and traveled as far away as Pennsylvania to select materials.  The Landscape Architect was always included and ideas and his suggestions were taken into consideration.  The team effort and owner’s participation made this project unique. Challenges were dealt with in a professional manner.  The entire back entertainment pool area was determined to be level and cut into the existing slope.  A stone fence/retaining wall was designed and constructed with stone and iron fencing completing the security around the opposite end near the pool house.  The details and features of the large pool and surrounding area were designed by the Landscape Architect.  A pergola at the end of the pool with a rain fall effect spilling into the pool was a design challenge, but ended in a beautiful result.  The sound, cooling effect, and simple visual impact compliment the strong visual sculpture.  The surrounding landscape softens the massive structures and become an area for all to enjoy.
The front privacy planting is natural and provides a beautiful backdrop for family and friends as they enter the site.  The family parking and circulation was a challenge, but there was enough room to make it work and the porte cochere divides the guest area from the family parking.  Details were vital.  A family basketball area was designed into the paving patterns with official free throw and three point lines.
Sensitivity to detail, privacy, circulation, moving water, large entertainment areas, and the blending of this large complex into an older neighborhood was the ultimate challenge. The finished project blends into the site and the neighborhood as if it was always there.   The owner and his family agree and enjoy the finished product and exclaim: A resounding success!  The exterior is as beautiful and as enjoyable as the interior.
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